fluids could, for many years, only be assayed by this extremely sensitive method. Visual comparison of the intensity of fluorescence has been superseded by the use of the photo-cells, and especially photo-multipliers, which have greatly increased the sensitivity of the technique. Some substances, e.g. riboflavin, may beestimated with a sensitivity several thousandfold that obtained with conventional spectrophotometry. Another well-known book on fluorescence analysis has reached its fifth edition, but the present book fills an important gap in providing the first comprehensive account of the applications of the subject to biology and medicine.
Enzymes and Drug Action Ciba Foundation Symposium jointly with Co-ordinating Committee for Symposia on Drug Action editor for Co-ordinating Committee: J L Mongar PhD editor for the Ciba Foundation: A V S de Reuck MSC DIC pp xv+556 illustrated 65s London: Churchill 1962 The pharmacologist now uses biochemical methods to investigate the mode of action of his drugs and an important approach to many biochemical problems is the elucidation of biochemical pathways by investigating the nature of the abnormalities due to drugs. A Symposium, held in London in March 1961, on enzymes and drug action inevitably attracted authorities in both fields. Publication of such excellent papers was inevitable. The skilful editing of the discussions has produced a highly readable account of this difficult subject and has minimized the verbosity which mars many similar publications.
The subjects considered included Enzymes as Primary Points of Drug Action, Active Transport, Multiple Mechanisms, Receptors, Altered Drug Metabolism and Subcellular Aspects of Drug Metabolism. The participants included such authorities as Aldridge, Blaschko, Krebs, Chain, Fisher, Mcllwain, Bergel and many others. After the main Symposium about 30 experts discussed at a small Ciba forum, with less formality, the interaction of drugs with enzymes at the molecular level.
Especially interesting topics included the action of inhibitors of acetyl cholinesterase and of carbonic anhydrase, the multiple mechanisms concerned with the action of insulin, the action of barbiturates and depressants on respiratory enzymes and cerebral tissues respectively, drug tolerance and the relationship between genetics and drug sensitivity. The papers in the discussions on the molecular and subcellular aspect of the subject were particularly stimulating. The second edition of this excellent textbook on slit-lamp gonioscopy is similar to the first. It is larger by some 25 pages, and is more profusely illustrated. New points now discussed are innervation of the trabeculk, the role of acid mucopolysaccharides in resistance to outflow, Chandler's syndrome, posterior embryotoxin of the cornea, and chamber angle anomalies in systemic mesodermal disorders. A final chapter on goniophotography completes the volume.
The text is simply and gracefully written, and it covers all aspects of this method of examination.
The illustrations and diagrams are excellent. The bibliography (arranged alphabetically) is comprehensive and the index good. The second edition of this interesting work from the United States has now appeared. There is a new chapter on the history of surgery and a most comprehensive bibliographical index. This is a sound textbook and a splendid representative of the American school. The field covered is greater than that required for the qualifying examination in Great Britain but does not cover all the syllabus necessary for the Fellowship examination. Students will find this an excellent work for collateral reading.
Surgery: Principles and

Surgery
A concise guide to clinical practice edited by George L Nardi MD and George D Zuidema MD pp xiii + 1,034 illustrated 60s London: Churchill 1961 This is an unusual book, cheaply produced in the United States, and it is a little difficult to see for whom it is intended. It covers a great deal of specialized surgery, particularly in such fields as the heart, but the way in which subjects are tackled is extremely variable. The whole of the ear, nose and throat is dealt with in only 25 pages, but cardiac surgery requires 75. The illustrations are clear, although sometimes unnecessarily large, as for example the picture of the leg traction on page 772. The book will probably appeal to the man who is sitting for his MS.
